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PROGRAM 
Mother Earth 


David Maslanka (1943-2017) 


Ash 
Jennifer Jolley (b. 1981) 


High Water Rising 
Sally Lamb McCune (b. 1966) 


Filum Vitae (The Thread of Life) 
Kenley Kristofferson (b. 1983) 


Symphonies of Gaia 
Jayce Ogren (b. 1979) 


Intermission 


Earth, Water, Sun, Wind (Symphony No. 1) 
Philip Sparke (b. 1951) 


We wish to acknowledge this land on which the University of Toronto operates. For thousands of years it has 
been the traditional land of the Huron-Wendat, the Seneca, and the Mississaugas of the Credit. Today, this 
meeting place is still the home to many Indigenous people from across Turtle Island and we are grateful to 
have the opportunity to work on this land. 


As part of the Faculty’s commitment to improving Indigenous inclusion, we call upon all members of our 
community to start/continue their personal journeys towards understanding and acknowledging Indigenous 
peoples’ histories, truths and cultures. Visit indigenous.utoronto.ca to learn more. 
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PROGRAM NOTES 


The University of Toronto Wind Symphony and director Pratik Gandhi present a program of 
works exploring our relationship with the Earth and our natural environment, including several 
pieces that directly address environmental sustainability in the context of the climate crisis. 


Mother Earth 

When David Maslanka passed away in 2017, he left behind an oeuvre of works for wind band 
that are profound in their beauty and emotional clarity as well as in the challenges they present 
for performers. Mother Earth, composed in 2003, is a fanfare that serves as both a tribute to our 
planet, to whom we are indebted for the necessities of life, and an urgent call for us to treat 
Mother Earth more kindly. 


Ash 
From composer Jennifer Jolley: 


| never saw snowfall as a child growing up in Southern California; it was more a phenomenon 
that | saw in cartoons or read in children’s books. | did, however, witness my first ash-fall when | 
was in elementary school. | looked up into the clouded sky and saw specks of ash falling from it. 
Excited but puzzled, | looked to my elementary school teacher during recess and held out my 
hand. “Oh, that’s ash from the wildfires,” she said. At that time, | couldn’t comprehend how an 
enormous forest fire could create a small flurry of ash-flakes. Now | have the ominous 
understanding that something so magical and beautiful comes from something so powerful and 
destructive. 


Ash was commissioned by a consortium of bands led by University of Toronto alumnus Erik Kar 
Jun Leung, who led the premiere performance with the Fresno Pacific University Symphony 
Band in November 2018. 


High Water Rising 

Although she has spent most of her life in the United States, Sally Lamb McCune did complete 
part of her undergraduate studies at the University of Toronto; she is currently on faculty at 
Ithaca College, on the other side of Lake Ontario. High Water Rising was inspired partly by a 
poem describing a recollection of a great flood, but McCune admits that rising sea levels, as one 
of many warning signs of rapid climate change, were on her mind during its composition in 
2017. The premiere performance was given in January 2018, by the Canadian maestra Cynthia 
Johnston Turner and the Hodgson Wind Ensemble at the University of Georgia. 


Filum Vitae (The Thread of Life) 

One of the earliest works from Winnipeg-based composer Kenley Kristofferson, Filum Vitae is a 
musical tribute to the ways in which all life is interconnected. Kristofferson explains: “We all 
need love, comfort, care, and food, among other things. We are all threads in a great tapestry... 
the tapestry of being is made by the threads of life.” 


Symphonies of Gaia 

Gaia is the personification of the Earth in Greek mythology, depicted in stories and in 
iconography as a mother figure. Composer Jayce Ogren was inspired partly by his strong 
relationship with natural spaces. In his words, Symphonies of Gaia, which was composed in 
2001, “depicts the mystical beauty of the earth, as well as the disrespect and abuse it has 
endured throughout time,” and like Maslanka, Ogren hopes his piece inspires others to take 
action against the plethora of environmental crises we are collectively facing. 


Earth, Water, Sun, Wind (Symphony No. 1) 

Composed in 1999 for the Northern Arizona University Wind Symphony, this monumental work 
from Philip Sparke is a mostly abstract depiction of these four aspects of nature and our 
relationship to them. The four movements present a variety of characters and moods. “Earth” is 
stable and grounded, at times gently rolling and at others spiky and angular, while “Water” goes 
from placid to effusive to foreboding and back again. “Sun” gives the impression of oppressive 
desert heat, complete with haze and buzzing insects. Finally, “Wind” contrasts swirling and 
stormy gusts with the imagined exhilaration of flying, drawing the piece to its conclusion. 


BIOGRAPHY 


Pratik Gandhi (he/him) is an award-winning freelance conductor and researcher based in 
Toronto. He is a sessional lecturer at the University of Toronto Faculty of Music, where he 
directs the Wind Symphony. He is also music director of the Rouge River Winds, a community 
band he has led for more than ten years, and was the founding music director of Soup Can 
Theatre. In addition to regularly guest conducting and adjudicating bands and orchestras, Pratik 
is active in several organizations that support music educators, most notably the Ontario Band 
Association. Since 2017, he has also served as Vice-Chair of the Concert Band Division of 
MusicFest Canada. Pratik is currently a doctoral student at York University, where his research, 
supported in part by an Ontario Graduate Scholarship, investigates issues of equity and 
representation among wind band composers in Canada. Pratik received a B.Mus. in music 
education and an M.Mus. in conducting from the University of Western Ontario, where he 
studied conducting with Colleen Richardson, Jerome Summers, and James McKay, and 
percussion with Jill Ball. 
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